First Announcement

Third YERME SUMMER SCHOOL (YESS-3), 

August 7-13, 2006 in Jyväskylä, Finland

The ERME1) Board, YERME2) and the Local Organisers3) are happy to invite all people engaged in the apprenticeship of mathematics education research (in particular, Ph. D. students, but also M. A. students, post-graduate students and other people entering the field) to take part in the third YERME Summer School (YESS-3). 

In line with the ERME Manifesto, the aims of the School are: 

· to let people from different countries meet and establish a friendly and co-operative style of work in the field of mathematics education research; 

· to let people compare and integrate their preparation in the field of mathematics education research in a peer discussion climate and with the help of highly qualified and differently oriented experts; 

· to let people present their research ideas, theoretical difficulties, methodological problems, and preliminary research results, in order to get suggestions (from other participants and experts) about possible developments, different perspectives, etc. and open the way to possible connections with nearby research projects and co-operation with researchers in other countries. 

PERIOD: Monday, August 7 - Sunday, August 13, 2006 (11 half days of work plus one intermediate half-day for excursion or a free half-day; the summer school begins at 3:00 pm on August 7 and finishes on August 13 afternoon).
PLACE: University of Jyväskylä, Mattilanniemi Campus, Finland. Jyväskylä is located about 120 kilometres north-east from Tampere (cheap Ryanair-flights). There are good connections by bus or by train from Jyväskylä to Tampere. It is also possible to fly from Helsinki to Jyväskylä. The summer school is arranged in cooperation with the 16th Jyväskylä Summer School. 

ACCOMODATION & CONFERENCE FEES: An all-inclusive 6 days full-board accomodation (from August, 7 at noon, to August, 13 morning) at Hotel Rentukka will cost 340 euro (double room accomodation) and 420 euro (single room accomodation). The conference fee will include room with breakfast, all meals (with two “better” dinners) and coffee or tea. An excursion (two hours cruise in the lake Päijänne) will be arranged on Thursday afternoon but it is optional (about 18 € per participant). Any additional registration fee will not be requested. There will be the possibility of some scholarships for participants from Eastern Europe (depending on ERME contribution and other contributions). Allocation will be decided according to need and the funds available. In principle, it is expected that participants will first seek support from funding organisations in their own country or their country of study. Participants from Eastern countries might apply for a reduction of expenses. 

ORGANISING COMMITTEE: 2 ERME BOARD representatives (B. Jaworski and K. Krainer), 2 YERME representatives (K. Hemmi and J. Törnroos), 2 LOCAL GROUP representatives (P. Kupari, P. Juutinen); in addition, P. Boero will be the scientific coordinator.
SCIENTIFIC STAFF:
Five invited experts in producing and leading research work will contribute to the Summer School by giving lectures and taking part in the Working Groups. Discussion Groups will be led by P. Boero, B. Jaworski and K. Krainer... The evaluation of the summer school will be done by K. Krainer.

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: 50 

PROGRAM: according to the very successful experiences of the first two European Summer Schools and its participants’ final suggestions, the program will include:

Five 45-minutes Lectures given by the invited experts (with 45' additional discussions with the lecturer, prepared by small group discussions); before the Summer School, each expert will circulate (through Internet) a summary of his/her talk, pointing out relevant issues to be discussed. 

Ten two-hour sessions in five parallel Thematic Working Groups; Thematic Working Groups will be held in the morning sessions (day 2 – day 6) of the Summer School; they will start from the participants’ papers and will address the following “leading questions”: how to choose research problems and research questions; how to refer to and use existing literature and frame one’s own research; how to identify, present and interpret research results; how to position theory in research conceptualisation and analysis. 

Two 90 minutes Discussion Group Sessions: they will be devoted to transverse topics – possibly including the above “leading questions”.

Two 90 minutes Informal Discussion Group Sessions: they will be devoted to issues that are relevant to individual YERME participants’ needs, self-organized by YERME.

PARTICIPANTS' PAPERS

Accepted participants will be invited to present one among the following three kinds of papers, according to the situation of their studies & research work:

· a comprehensive information concerning personal graduate studies and/or research plan;

· a presentation of research work in progress (theoretical framework, methodology, aims...);

· a presentation of preliminary results (with essential information about their theoretical frame and methodology);

Papers should be no less than three and no more than six pages long (250 words per page). They have to be submitted by the end of May, 2006. 

Papers will be distributed (according to homogeneity criteria) in different working groups and circulated before the Summer School. 

TOPICS

Possible topics for the 2006 Summer School will be: 

1. Teacher education, teachers’ conceptions and beliefs;

2. Teaching and learning advanced mathematics;

3. Mathematics and other subjects; Modelling;

4. Information technologies in mathematics teaching and learning (software, Internet, etc.);

5. Theoretical perspectives on learning; Psychological and theoretical foundations of mathematics education; 

6. Linguistic and representational aspects of teaching and learning mathematics;

7. Comparative studies and related issues: assessment, curricula, etc.; International comparisons;

8. Theory and practice in mathematics education.

9. Proof.

In the answer to the First Announcement each applicant shall indicate his "first choice" and "second choice" topic. 

DEADLINES

January 9, 2006: The First Announcement should be sent to all former Summer school participants and to all other people at the ERME E-mail list (participants of former CERME conferences), and the First Announcement should be presented at the existing ERME website. 

February 15, 2006: Deadline for Application for ADMISSION OF PARTICIPANTS (see below). Each applicant should indicate preferences about topics (by selecting one "first choice" and one "second choice" topics). Each applicant should write one page about his/her present situation and scientific work during the academic year 2005-2006. 

February 16, 2006: E-mail information to applicants.

March 16, 2006: Conference fee + deposit for room reservation.

March 31, 2006: Definitive reservation of rooms for participants, reservation of University resources.

May 31, 2006: Deadline for full papers (by participants); immediate diffusion to participants and experts (through Internet).

June 30, 2006: Deadline for experts’ abstracts; immediate diffusion to participants (through Internet).

1) ERME - from the Manifesto:

" 1.The Society will organise: Conferences with a wide spectrum of themes to profit from the rich European diversities, Special Meetings such as thematic workshops, centring around specific topics, or summer schools where experienced researchers work together with beginners. 

2.The Society will foster and support co-operative activities on common themes, topics, interests, aimed at:

* broadening understanding - going beyond local contexts to enhance knowledge and understanding in scientific areas; 

* finding out - what research is going on in different places in Europe which might benefit from wider investigation; 

* identifying key areas for research - areas of scientific interest or concern which should be a major focus for collaborative research on a wider scale;

* bringing together areas of expertise - drawing on expertise in related areas to broaden scientific knowledge.

[....]

4.The Society will support graduate students, thus preparing researchers in Mathematics Education through conferences, summer schools, provision of information, student and teacher exchanges, post doctoral opportunities, inter-European collaboration on thesis presentation." 

2)YERME - spontaneous aggregation of young researchers at the CERME-II and CERME-III Conferences, with the aim of creating a co-operative style of work amongst people of different countries and a support to the development of professional preparation and career in the field of mathematics education.

3)LOCAL ORGANISERS: They come from the Department of Mathematics and Statistics and the Institute for Educational Research of University of Jyväskylä.

THE UNIVERSITY OF JYVÄSKYLÄ is a rapidly growing multidisciplinary university which was established in 1934 as Jyväskylä College of Education. Year 2004 the University celebrated its 70th anniversary. There are nearly 15,000 degree students in the University and the number of personnel is about 2,300. The University has seven faculties including the faculty of Sport and Health Sciences which is the only one in Finland. 

The University has put a lot of effort into broadening the international dimension of the campus. Today student exchange programmes bring students from over 70 universities abroad and the university has research collaborators in numerous universities all over the world. The Seminaarinmäki campus is known for its beautiful setting and architecture. The Main Building of the University and the surrounding campus with its architectural treasures from different time periods are based on Alvar Aalto's designs. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS AND STATISTICS is one of the departments in the Faculty of Mathematics and Science awarding Master, Licentiate and Doctor degrees. The research at the Department of Mathematics has been concentrated primarily on mathematical analysis. The joint research program of Jyväskylä and Helsinki in geometric analysis was evaluated with the grade excellent plus in the international evaluation carried out in 1998 by the Academy of Finland. It was considered to be the best research program in mathematics and computer science in that evaluation.

The education of mathematics teachers takes place in cooperation between the Department of Teacher Education (in the Faculty of Education) and the Department of Mathematics. The Department of Teacher Education offers a learning environment in which theory and practice go hand in hand. The Department of Mathematics offers the mathematics courses included in the degree.

The 16th Jyväskylä Summer School is organised in cooperation with the Faculty of Mathematics and Science and the Faculty of Information Technology at the University of Jyväskylä, Finland. The Jyväskylä Summer School offers annually courses for advanced undergraduate students, graduate students and post-docs in the various fields of science.

THE INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH (IER) is a separate institute of the University of Jyväskylä, itself an establishment with long educational traditions. It is a centre for educational research and evaluation in Finland. The IER's strongest area is national and international assessment and evaluation of education. The length of its research experience, the broad range of its fields of study and its multidisciplinary approach together with the number of its researchers and the volume of its publications make the IER in national terms a unique and in international terms a major unit of educational research. Research on mathematics education has been a part of the research activities of the institute over three decades.
APPLICATION FORM (to be filled and sent back BOTH to

Paolo Boero <boero@dima.unige.it>

AND

Pekka Kupari < Pekka.Kupari@ktl.jyu.fi>

not later than February, 15, 2006)

FIRST NAME......





SEX..............

FAMILY NAME.....

NATIONALITY…..

DATE OF BIRTH…..




E-mail address:......

Ordinary mail address: .................... 

FAX number: .............

Telephone number: ....................

Choices for accomodation (delete the other option)
Single room accomodation 

Double room accomodation (you can indicate a roommate:



)

Special requirements for food (e.g. vegetarian): ......

In the academic year 2005-2006, I am:

a M.A. student: if YES, university ...... 

(wanting to take a degree in ......







)

I intend to take my degree in the academic year...... 

a Ph. D. student: if YES, university ...... 

(wanting to take a degree in .......







)

I intend to take my degree in the academic year...... 

subject of my thesis: ........................ 

supervisor of my thesis: .................... 

a post-doctoral student: if YES, university ...... 

with a Ph.D. in .......

I got my Ph.D. in the academic year............ 

Title of my thesis: ........................ 

Supervisor of my thesis.................... 

OTHER: (please, write precise information about academic titles, present position and kind of apprenticeship in mathematics education research, academic supervisor)

.......................................................................... ........................................................................... 

TOPICS OF INTEREST FOR ME IN THE ERME 2006 SUMMER SCHOOL (please write: I for "first choice topic", II for "second choice topic" in the < > space AFTER the title of the selected Working Group) 

1 Teacher education, teachers’ conceptions and beliefs < >;

2 Teaching and learning advanced mathematics < >;

3 Mathematics and other subjects; modelling < >;

4 Information technologies in mathematics teaching and learning (software, Internet, etc.) < >; 

5 Theoretical perspectives on learning; Psychological and theoretical foundations of mathematics education; < >;

6 Linguistic and representational aspects of teaching and learning mathematics < >;

7 Comparative studies and related issues: assessment, curricula, etc. International comparisons < >;

8 Theory and practice in mathematics education < >; 

9 Proof < >.

I AM WILLING TO PREPARE A 3-6 PAGES CONTRIBUTION FOR THE ERME 2006 SUMMER SCHOOL (DEADLINE: MAY, 31) CONCERNING (delete the other options) 

- research ideas;

- my work in progress;

- preliminary results of my research work; 

Other relevant information about my preparation in the field of mathematics education research, present status of my apprenticeship in the field, research activities in the present academic year, motivations to take part in the ERME 2006 Summer School, etc. (no more than 30 lines).

